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WWGC declares a Victory for our community - Clean Environment! 
 
 
The State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH) held a two-day contested cased hearing in Austin on an air permit for 
a concrete manufacturing plant to be located next to the Willow Waterhole Park (Docket 582-15-0460). The Willow 
Waterhole Greenspace Conservancy (WWGC) was granted party status to protest this permit late last year and 
participated in this hearing.  
 
The hearing concerned the application by Southern Crushed Concrete LLC to construct and operate a concrete batch 
plant on a property at 5001 Gasmer. The Southern Crushed Concrete facility is directly adjacent to the Waterhole, and 
has long been a matter of concern for local residents, members of the WWGC, and users of the Park.  
 
The Honorable Casey Bell, Administrative Law Judge, presided over the hearing. The hearing resulted from the WWGC’s 
protest against the issuance of the permit, aided by local elected officials and other neighborhood groups. Rep. Boris 
Miles, Councilman Larry Green, Westbury Area Improvement Corp., and Westbury Civic Club, Inc. all assisted the efforts 
of WWGC to protect the Park and its users.  
 
The conservancy presented testimony from four witnesses: Ralph Rieger, WWGC President; Christopher Zider, Board 
member of the WWGC Provincial Supervisor; Sister Maria Goretti Oanh Mai Vu, O.P. Dominican Sister of Mary 
Immaculate Province Convent; and Jerry Demo, an air permit expert. WWGC’s position is that the proposed concrete 
plant will only add to the already unacceptable particulate and dust emissions that come from the stockpiles and trucks 
at the unpaved property.  
 
WWGC believes that the evidence and information presented at the hearing builds a factual record that it hopes will 
lead to the elimination of crushed concrete operations at the Gasmer site. The concrete crusher was moved off the 
property in 2009 and has not been reinstalled.  According to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
regulations, a concrete crushing facility cannot be operated within 440 yards from any building which is in use as a single 
or multi-family residence, school, or place of worship. The facts from the hearing established that there is no place on 
the Southern Crushed Concrete property that meets with standard.  
 
The storage of the concrete rubble at the Gasmer site has decreased. “The day after our testimony was presented, 
Southern Crushed begun removing the huge rubble pile and trucking it to other company locations,” said Mr. Rieger.  
“We have always believed that this pile, which sat there for six years, was violating the law.”  According to TCEQ 
regulations, such piles must be recycled within a strict time period, otherwise it is simply an illegal open dump.  
 
WWGC hopes that within a few weeks or months the eyesore that tainted the visual tranquility of the park since 1991 
will be entirely gone. “It has been said that you must fight for your rights, which includes your right to a clean 
environment.  I see this as a victory for our community,” said Mr. Rieger.  
 
The air permit for the concrete batch plant remains pending until the Judge makes a proposed ruling and the TCEQ 
makes its final decision. The final decision is not anticipated until late November.  
 
The WWGC was represented by Charles Irvine, Mary Conner, and Michael McEvilly, of the environmental law firm of 
Irvine & Conner, PLLC.   
 
The Willow Waterhole Greenspace Conservancy organized as a 501(c)3 is a citizens' organization partnered with the 
Harris County Flood District and Houston Parks Recreations dedicated to the stewardship and improvement of Willow 
Water Hole — today and for generations to come.  



 
The mission of WWGC is to: 

Educate the community about the environmental and economic benefits of flood mitigation 
Support the use of urban parks and embrace green and less flooding. 
Advocate the power rests in your hands (people) to put a world-class park at your fingertips that prevents 
flooding. 

 
The WWGC is a nonprofit organization that depends on the generosity of park visitors and other friends to maintain & 
protect the park and to advocate for continued flood mitigation projects. 
 
The conservancy meets at 7 PM on the last Thursday of each month at 11415 Chimney Rock, Houston 77035. 
 
For more information, call 713-729-1122 or visit www.willowwaterhole.com 
 


